





With high good humour, Gail Kelly and the performers get their
important message across: women’s invaluable everyday work is all
too often undervalued in this society.

High on physicality, C.0.D. is a very entertaining, uninhibited and
humorous show. Recommended.’ (Nugent 1991)

Moving on

Some members of this project joined the 1989 project’'s No Chickens linocut
group and other women continued to participate in the Majura Women’s
Group.

The artist’s assessment
The artist received some feedback from participants which is worth noting.

‘At the end of the last evening one of the participants mentioned her
background in economics and said she now appreciated how
important artwork and doing creative things in life are to maintain a
well balanced life...

As a group of mothers from North Canberra | feel now that we have
more say in our cultural development and are politically stronger as a
group... on issues that are related to the community.” (Trevillian 1991)

39



40

1992 Backyard project

Artist Bev Hogg

Ben Logan 1992

Bev Hogg is an artist who lives in the North Canbetra region. At the time of the
project she had one child under one. Her medium is ceramics.

This project was the first of the shorter projects, as funding was progressively
cut from this time. The project ran for 16 weeks from the beginning of April to
the end of July 1992.

The project was funded by the CCDU of the Australia Council. The budget
was $9,000 and the artist was paid for ten hours a week for four months
(excluding school holidays). The project ran over time and for another six
weeks participants met in the evenings in the artist’s studio to complete the
project.

The project was advertised in the Majura Women’s Group newsletter and in
the Canberra Times. The theme for this project was ‘social mapping’. The idea
was that a visual arts map/representation of public places and spaces would
be explored by the women and that their attitudes toward these spaces would
be reflected in their art,

The artist designed an ideas book for use by the participants and this was
distributed to participants. Seventeen women turned up at the first meeting.
Thirteen women completed the project. As with the previous projects the
project was conducted within weekly meetings, alternating between
Wednesday mornings and Thursday nights.



Discussion and research

The meaning of the concept ‘social mapping’ was explored. This concept is
about mapping aspects of the local surrounds that are important to the
individual or the community.

At the first meeting the meaning of ‘social mapping’ was discussed. Womer’s
public places and spaces were identified and an extensive list was developed.

Common ground spaces identified were:

Mt Ainslie schools

supermarkets banks

playgrounds Dickson swimming pool
lakes garbage dumps
restaurants coffee shops

Fyshwick markets pathways to school/shops
gym doctors

library

Obstacles 1o using these spaces were:

bank queues lollies at checkouts
energy needed to get out lack of bus stops/buses
child-unfriendly spaces using car parks with young children

time constraints between feeds and sleeps.

Discussion also revolved around how to express these ideas in two- or three-
dimensional art forms using found or recycled objects or drawings or
paintings.

Bev Hogg 1992
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